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coast station until it becomes evident 
that the called station does not an-
swer, or that communication between 
the ship station and the called station 
cannot be carried on because of unsat-
isfactory operating conditions. 

(6) Calls to establish communication 
must be initiated on an available com-
mon working frequency when such a 
frequency exists and it is known that 
the called ship maintains a simulta-
neous watch on the common working 
frequency and the appropriate calling 
frequency(ies). 

(b) Time limitation on calling fre-
quency. Transmissions by coast sta-
tions on 2182 kHz or 156.800 MHz must 
be minimized and any one exchange of 
communications must not exceed one 
minute in duration. 

(c) Change to working frequency. After 
establishing communications with an-
other station by call and reply on 2182 
kHz or 156.800 MHz coast stations must 
change to an authorized working chan-
nel for the transmission of messages. 

(d) Use of busy signal. A coast station, 
when communicating with a ship sta-
tion which transmits to the coast sta-
tion on a radio channel which is a dif-
ferent channel from that used by the 
coast station for transmission, may 
transmit a ‘‘busy’’ signal whenever 
transmission from the ship station is 
being received. The characteristics of 
the ‘‘busy’’ signal are contained in 
§ 80.74. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52 
FR 35244, Sept. 18, 1987] 

OPERATING PROCEDURES—SHIP 
STATIONS 

§ 80.114 Authority of the master. 

(a) The service of each ship station 
must at all times be under the ulti-
mate control of the master, who must 
require that each operator or such sta-
tion comply with the Radio Regula-
tions in force and that the ship station 
is used in accordance with those regu-
lations. 

(b) These rules are waived when the 
vessel is under the control of the U.S. 
Government. 

§ 80.115 Operational conditions for use 
of associated ship units. 

(a) Associated ship units may be op-
erated under a ship station authoriza-
tion. Use of an associated ship unit is 
restricted as follows; 

(1) It must only be operated on the 
safety and calling frequency 156.800 
MHz or on commercial or noncommer-
cial VHF intership frequencies appro-
priate to the class of ship station with 
which it is associated. 

(2) Except for safety purposes, it 
must only be used to communicate 
with the ship station with which it is 
associated or with associated ship 
units of the same ship station. Such as-
sociated ship units may not be used 
from shore. 

(3) It must be equipped to transmit 
on the frequency 156.800 MHz and at 
least one appropriate intership fre-
quency. 

(4) Calling must occur on the fre-
quency 156.800 MHz unless calling and 
working on an intership frequency has 
been prearranged. 

(5) Power is limited to one watt. 
(6) The station must be identified by 

the call sign of the ship station with 
which it is associated and an appro-
priate unit designator. 

(b) State or local government vehi-
cles used to tow vessels involved in 
search and rescue operations are au-
thorized to operate on maritime mobile 
frequencies as associated ship units. 
Such operations must be in accordance 
with paragraph (a) of this section, ex-
cept that the associated ship unit: May 
be operated from shore; may use Dis-
tress, Safety and Calling, Intership 
Safety, Liaison, U.S. Coast Guard, or 
Maritime Control VHF intership fre-
quencies; and may have a transmitter 
power of 25 watts. 

§ 80.116 Radiotelephone operating pro-
cedures for ship stations. 

(a) Calling coast stations. (1) Use by 
ship stations of the freqency 2182 kHz 
for calling coast stations and for reply-
ing to calls from coast stations is au-
thorized. However, such calls and re-
plies should be on the appropriate ship- 
shore working frequency. 

(2) Use by ship stations and marine 
utility stations of the frequency 156.800 
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